
Silent Entrance

A Penitential Order: Rite Two
Celebrant Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.
People His mercy endures for ever.

The Celebrant may read one of the following sentences 
Jesus said, “The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel:
The Lord our God is the only Lord. Love the Lord your
God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your
mind, and with all your strength. The second is this: Love
your neighbor as yourself. There is no other commandment
greater than these.”   Mark 12:29 31
 
If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the
truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God, who is
faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.  1 John 1:8,9

Since we have a great high priest who has passed through the
heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us with confidence draw
near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and
find grace to help in time of need.   Hebrews 4:14,16

The Deacon or Celebrant then says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

Minister and People
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Church of the Epiphany 
The Second Sunday in Lent 

  

28 February 2021 ~ 11:00AM via Zoom 

Join Zoom Worship on computer/smartdevice: https://zoom.us/j/99005230944   
Call-in to Zoom Worship: 1-646-876-9923, Enter Meeting ID: 990 0523 0944 # 

 

Hello & good day.  We are glad indeed that you are here. 
This is a place where we nurture souls with prayerful worship. 

If we can help you in any way, please let us know: 
 

Office: 570-563-1564   Rev. Lou Divis: 570-878-4670   Rev. John Davis: 570-575-8689

https://zoom.us/j/99005230944


 
The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

Lord, have mercy  #S-96  Kyrie
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy.  Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy, have mercy. 

The Collect of the Day
The Celebrant says to the people

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all who have gone astray from your ways, and 
bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of 
your Word, Jesus Christ your Son; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and 
ever.  Amen.

A reading from the Book of Genesis, chapter 19, verses 1-7, 15-16
When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram, and said to him, “I am God Almighty; 
walk before me, and be blameless. And I will make my covenant between me and you, and will make you 
exceedingly numerous.” Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, “As for me, this is my covenant with 
you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name 
shall be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. I will make you exceedingly 
fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. I will establish my covenant between 
me and you, and your offspring after you throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to 
you and to your offspring after you.  God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, 
but Sarah shall be her name. I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she 
shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.”

Here ends the lesson. (no response)

The Psalm is 22, verses 22-30. We will pray it together from home.                                                                                                                                 
 
22 Praise the Lord, you that fear him; * stand in awe of him, O offspring of Israel; all you of Jacob's line, give 
glory.
23 For he does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; neither does he hide his face from them; * but 
when they cry to him he hears them.
24 My praise is of him in the great assembly; * I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship 
him.
25 The poor shall eat and be satisfied, and those who seek the Lord shall praise him: * "May your heart live for 
ever!"
26 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord, * and all the families of the nations shall bow 
before him.
27 For kingship belongs to the Lord; * he rules over the nations.
28 To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; * all who go down to the dust fall before him.

  The Lord be with you.

Peopl
e And also with you.

Celeb
rant Let us pray. 



29 My soul shall live for him; my descendants shall serve him; * they shall be known as the Lord's for ever.
30 They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn * the saving deeds that he has done.

A reading from the Letter of St. Paul to the Romans, Chapter 4, verses 13-25
For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants through the law 
but through the righteousness of faith. If it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and 
the promise is void. For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation.  For this 
reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, 
not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all 
of us, as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”) —in the presence of the God in whom he 
believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. Hoping against hope, he 
believed that he would become “the father of many nations,” according to what was said, “So numerous shall 
your descendants be.” He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was already as good 
as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. No 
distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to 
God, being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. Therefore his faith “was reckoned to 
him as righteousness.” Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake alone, but for 
ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, who was 
handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our justification.

Here ends the lesson. (no response)
                                                                                                         
Gospel Hymn #150 Forty Days and Forty Nights
1 Forty days and forty nights thou wast fasting in the wild;
forty days and forty nights tempted, and yet undefiled.
2 Should not we thy sorrow share and from worldly joys abstain,
fasting with unceasing prayer, strong with thee to suffer pain?
3 Then if Satan on us press, Jesus, Savior, hear our call!
Victor in the wilderness, grant we may not faint nor fall!
4 So shall we have peace divine: holier gladness ours shall be;
round us, too, shall angels shine, such as ministered to thee.
5 Keep, O keep us, Savior dear, ever constant by thy side;
that with thee we may appear at the-eternal Eastertide.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark (8:31-38)  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
Jesus began to teach his disciples that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the 
elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. He said all this quite 
openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked 
Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human 
things.”  He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, let 
them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, 
and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. For what will it profit them 
to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? Those who are 
ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be 
ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”  The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, Lord Christ 

Sermon

The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  We 
believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light 



from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things 
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became 
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended 
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through 
the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People
We are in awe of you and your promises. Help us set our minds on you.
Your world is aching for healing. Make us good stewards of your creation, Lord. Grant our president and our 
leaders in the courts and Congress compassion and wisdom.
Have mercy upon us. Set our minds on you.
Your church is reaching for you. Help us to extend our reach to all whom you love.
Have mercy upon us. Set our minds on you.
Your people are being born, are ill, are both anxious and joyous. They are hungry and cold and don’t know 
where to turn. They bend under the weight of their lives and rejoice in your life-giving love. Enable us to bring 
them your healing and fullness of life.
For Rev. Tom; Fr. Steve and Maureen; Fr. Graham and Mary-Jo; James, Laura & Cristina; Ryan & Michelle; 
Mel; Donna; Mike and the residents & staff at Abington Manor; Jimmy; Molly; Judy; John; Amy and Jim; Beth; 
Jack; Susan; Jack; Scott; Lynn; Kathy; Ted; Richelle; Elle; Kim; Ceil; Jim; Don; Eleanore & George; Amy & 
Todd; Sandi; Bob; Betsy & Ed; Jane; Jackie; Jack; Bill; Louise; Daryl; Ev & George; Mrs. Williams and 
Family; the Rees Family; Addiction Sufferers & their families; all whose lives are touched by COVID-19; 
Epiphany School in Uganda, its Primary Class Seven; Trinity, Carbondale; Christ Church, Forest City.  
And for the deceased: Jim Williams – Amy – Pamela - Jack.
Have mercy upon us. Set our minds on you.

The Peace & The Announcements 

Offertory sentence:  I appeal to you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present yourselves as a living 
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.   Romans 12:1

Offertory Hymn LEVAS#88 My Faith Looks Up to Thee 
1 My faith looks up to thee, Thou lamb of Calvary, Savior divine!
Now hear me while I pray, Take all my guilt away; O let me from this day Be wholly thine.
2 May thy rich grace impart Strength to my fainting heart, My zeal inspire;
As thou hast died for me, O may my love to thee Pure, warm, and changeless be A living fire.
3 While life’s dark maze I tread, And griefs around me spread, Be thou my guide;
Bid darkness turn today, Wipe sorrow’s tears away; Not let me ever stray From thee aside.
4 When ends life’s transient dream, When death’s cold, sullen stream Shall o’er me roll;
Blest Savior, then in love, Fear and distrust remove, O bear me safe above, A ransomed soul.

Holy Communion Prayer A 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People:  And also with you
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.
People:  We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:  It is right to give God thanks and praise.



Celebrant: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. You bid your faithful people cleanse their hearts, and prepare with joy 
for the Paschal feast; that, fervent in prayer and in works of mercy, and renewed by your Word and Sacraments, 
they may come to the fullness of grace which you have prepared for those who love you. Therefore we praise 
you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this 
hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: Sanctus #S-130
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven 
and earth are full, full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.   Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.  
 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and 
become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our 
human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his 
arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. On 
the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me."  After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, 
he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling 
his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your 
people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us 
also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the 
last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. All this we ask through your Son 
Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray:   Our Father, who art in heaven
hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

Agnus Dei #S-164 Fraction Anthem: Jesus, Lamb of God
Jesus, Lamb of God: have mercy on us. Jesus, bearer of our sins: have mercy on us. Jesus, redeemer, 
redeemer of the world: give us your peace, give us your peace. 

The Gifts of God for the People of God.

Prayer of Spiritual Reception: In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of Thy Church, where the 
Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, we desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. We present to 
you our soul and body with the earnest wish 
that we may always be united to you. And since we cannot now receive you sacramentally, we beseech 
you to come spiritually into our heart. We unite ourselves to you, and embrace you with all the 
affections of our soul. Let nothing ever separate you from us. May we live and die in your love. Amen.  
(Adapted from The Armed Forces Prayer Book 1951)



Communion Hymn #707 Take My Life, and Let It Be
1 Take my life, and let it be consecrated, Lord, to thee;
take my moments and my days, let them flow in ceaseless praise.
Take my hands, and let them move at the impulse of thy love;
take my heart, it is thine own; it shall be thy royal throne.
2 Take my voice, and let me sing always, only, for my King;
take my intellect, and use every power as thou shalt choose.
Take my will and make it thine; it shall be no longer mine.
Take myself, and I will be ever, only, all for thee.

Prayer after Communion – BCP pg. 366
Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most precious 
Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we 
are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us 
out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever.  Amen.

Blessing
May the blessing of God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with you today and always.  Amen!
Dismissal

Recessional Hymn #455 O Love of God, How Strong and True 
1 O love of God, how strong and true, eternal and yet ever new;
uncomprehended and unbought, beyond all knowledge and all thought.
2 O wide-embracing, wondrous Love, we read thee in the sky above;
we read thee in the earth below, in seas that swell and streams that flow.
3 We read thee best in him who came to bear for us the cross of shame,
sent by the Father from on high, our life to live, our death to die.
4 We read thy power to bless and save e'en in the darkness of the grave;
still more in resurrection light we read the fullness of thy might.

Coffee Hour

Add’l Epiphany Readers are needed: Passion Sunday March 28-11am, Good Friday April 2-7pm

** Please bring in your palms from last year.**

Images in the Readings
A good rule for hikers who find themselves lost in the wilderness is to return to the spot that one last knew as a 
point of reference. This is an interesting image for repentance. Repentance is no so much an act of self-
flagellation as it is turning around and to face the direction you came from. Our Collect today asks God to "be 
gracious to all who have gone astray from your ways," and we are blessed to know that God will. The question 
is: can we be gracious enough with ourselves to turn around when we are lost and return to God's goodness as 
our point of reference? 
Or will we choose to continue to wander far in the land that is lost? (see Reconciliation of a Penitent BCP, p. 
450)

An Ash Wednesday Prayer to use daily during Lent

Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  Thanks be to God!



God of all mercy, you love all that you have made. You forgive the sins of all who are truly sorry. Create and 
make in us clean hearts, that we, humbly confessing our sins and knowing our brokenness, may receive 
forgiveness and blessings; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives with you and the Holy Spirt, one God, now 
and for ever and ever.


