
Church of the Epiphany 

The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany  

29 January 2023 ~ 8am spoken; 11am in church & via Zoom 

Join Worship on computer/smartdevice here: https://zoom.us/j/99005230944   
Call-in to hear Worship: 1-646-876-9923, Enter Meeting ID 99005230944# 

Hello & good day!  We are glad indeed that you are here indeed. 
This is a place where we nurture souls with joyful worship. 

If we can help you in any way, please let us know! 

Office: 570-563-1564   Rev. John W. Davis, Deacon: 570-575-8689 

Processional: Hymnal #437      Tell Out, My Soul 
1 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord! Unnumbered blessings give my spirit voice; tender 
to me the promise of his word; in God my Savior shall my heart rejoice. 
2 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his Name! Make known his might, the deeds his arm has 
done; his mercy sure, from age to age the same; his holy Name— the Lord, the Mighty One. 
3 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might! Powers and dominions lay their glory by. Proud 
hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight, the hungry fed, the humble lifted high. 
4 Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word! Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure. Tell out, my 
soul, the greatness of the Lord to children's children and for evermore! 

Rite II: Opening Prayer 
Celebrant Blessed be God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thought of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you and worthily magnify your holy Name, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
  
The Gloria: Hymnal #S 280  Glory to God in the highest 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, heavenly King, almighty 
God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus 
Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have 
mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. For you alone are 
the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy 
Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

Almighty and everlasting God, you govern all things both in heaven and on earth: Mercifully 
hear the supplications of your people, and in our time grant us your peace; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen 

The 
Collect 

The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebra
nt

Let us pray. 

https://zoom.us/j/99005230944


A Prayer for Our Search  
Celebrant Let us pray. 
Almighty God, giver of every good gift: Look graciously upon us your people, here at the Church 
of the Epiphany, and so guide our minds as we choose a new priest for our parish; that we may 
receive a faithful pastor who will care for us and equip us for our ministries; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.  [BCP pg. 818 no. 13: (adaptation)] 

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Micah. (6:1-8) 
Hear what the Lord says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills hear your 
voice. Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the Lord, and you enduring foundations of the 
earth; for the Lord has a controversy with his people, and he will contend with Israel. “O my 
people, what have I done to you? In what have I wearied you? Answer me! For I brought you up 
from the land of Egypt, and redeemed you from the house of slavery; and I sent before you 
Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, what 
Balaam son of Beor answered him, and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may 
know the saving acts of the Lord.” “With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself 
before God on high? Shall I come before him with burnt-offerings, with calves a year old? Will the 
Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with tens of thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my 
firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” He has told you, O 
mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love 
kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?  
The Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 15. We will read it responsively by half-verse.   
1 Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle? * who may abide upon your holy hill? 
2 Whoever leads a blameless life and does what is right, * who speaks the truth from his heart. 
3 There is no guile upon his tongue; he does no evil to his friend; * he does not heap contempt 
upon his neighbor. 
4 In his sight the wicked is rejected, * but he honors those who fear the Lord. 
5 He has sworn to do no wrong * and does not take back his word. 
6 He does not give his money in hope of gain, * nor does he take a bribe against the innocent. 
7 Whoever does these things * shall never be overthrown. 

A reading from the First Letter of St. Paul to the Corinthians. (1:18-31) 
The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God. For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the 
discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? 
Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, 
in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the 
foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks 
desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to 
Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the 
wisdom of God. For God's foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God's weakness is 
stronger than human strength. Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you 
were wise by human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God 
chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to 
shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce 
to nothing things that are, so that no one might boast in the presence of God. He is the source of 



your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and 
sanctification and redemption, in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in 
the Lord.”    
The Word of the Lord Thanks be to God. 

Gospel: Hymnal #656       Blest are the Pure in Heart    
1 Blest are the pure in heart, for they shall see our God; the secret of the Lord is theirs, their 
soul is Christ's abode. 
2 The Lord, who left the heavens our life and peace to bring, to dwell in lowliness with us, our 
pattern and our King; 
3 he to the lowly soul will still himself impart and for his dwelling and his throne will choose the 
pure in heart. 
4 Lord, we thy presence seek; may ours this blessing be; give us a pure and lowly heart, a temple 
fit for thee. 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Matthew (5:1-12)  Glory to you, Lord Christ  
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came 
to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:  
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. 
“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you 
falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same 
way they persecuted the prophets who were before you."    
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ 

Homily 

The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 
and unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, 
the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is 
worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic 
and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 



Prayers of the People, Form I Please kneel, sit or stand as you are able. 
With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord, have mercy.” 
For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the holy Church of God, and for the unity of all 
peoples, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For our Bishop Kevin, our priest Dan and our deacon John; and for all the clergy and people, let 
us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For our President Joe, our vice-president Kamala, our governor Josh; for the leaders of the 
nations, and for all in authority, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For this region of northeast PA, for every city and community, and for those who live in them, let 
us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve it, let us 
pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the suffering, let us 
pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the Pygmy School in Uganda its Primary Class Seven; in our Diocese: North Parish, St. 
Clair & Ashland; let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners and captives, 
and for all who remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection and for all the departed, let us pray to the 
Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and degradation, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without reproach, let us pray 
to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
In the communion of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another, and all our life, 
to Christ our God. 
To thee, O Lord our God. 
Silence 

The Congregation’s Prayers offered by Deacon John 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect, or the following Doxology 
For yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; yours is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory, now and for ever.  Amen. 

Confession   



Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. Silence.   
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly 
sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us 
and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your Name. Amen. 
The Bishop, when present, or the Priest, stands and says 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal 
life. Amen. 
   
God’s Peace is shared

Announcements & Opportunities ~ Koffee Klatch with Folks on Zoom

Prayer For a Birthday 
O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on you servants as they begin another year. Grant 
that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in your goodness all the days of their lives; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
Prayer For those we Love (for Anniversary)
Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to us to thy never-failing care and love, for this life and the life to 
come, knowing that thou art doing for them better things than we can desire or pray for; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen.

Offertory Sentence

Please remember you may give on-line at onrealm.org or by texting BREAD to 73256
Thank you for your financial support!

Offertory: Anthem, Epiphany Choir  In the Bleak Midwinter 

Doxology: Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him , all creatures here below; praise him 
above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
(Tune, hymnal #43 vs.4)

Lord’s Prayer 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray:   Our Father, who art in heaven 
hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those  
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

Holy Communion from the Reserved Sacrament 

+We welcome all to come forward for communion. Tell an usher if you need communion at 
your pew+ 

http://www.onrealm.org/


Communion: Hymnal #593   Lord, Make Us Servants of Your Peace 
1 Lord, make us servants of your peace: where there is hate, may we sow love; where there is 
hurt, may we forgive; where there is strife, may we make one. 
2 Where all is doubt, may we sow faith; where all is gloom, may we sow hope; where all is night, 
may we sow light; where all is tears, may we sow joy. 
3 Jesus, our Lord, may we not seek to be consoled, but to console, nor look to understanding 
hearts, but look for hearts to understand. 
4 May we not look for love's return, but seek to love unselfishly, for in our giving we receive, and 
in forgiving are forgiven. 
5 Dying, we live, and are reborn through death's dark night to endless day; Lord, make us 
servants of your peace, to wake at last in heaven's light. 

Prayer after Communion  
Eternal God, heavenly father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of 
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the 
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us 
strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Blessing & Dismissal  
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  People: Thanks be to God. 

Recessional: Hymnal #616   Hail to the Lord’s Anointed 
1 Hail to the Lord's Anointed, great David's greater Son! Hail, in the time appointed, his reign on 
earth begun! He comes to break oppression, to set the captive free; to take away transgression, 
and rule in equity. 
2 He comes with succor speedy to those who suffer wrong, to help the poor and needy, and bid 
the weak be strong; to give them songs for sighing, their darkness turn to light, whose souls, 
condemned and dying, were precious in his sight. 
3 He shall come down like showers upon the fruitful earth, and love, joy, hope, like flowers, 
spring in his path to birth; before him on the mountains shall peace, the herald, go; and 
righteousness in fountains from hill to valley flow. 
4 Kings shall bow down before him, and gold and incense bring; all nations shall adore him, his 
praise all people sing; to him shall prayer unceasing and daily vows ascend; his kingdom still 
increasing, a kingdom without end. 
5 O'er every foe victorious, he on his throne shall rest; from age to age more glorious, all blessing 
and all blest; the tide of time shall never his covenant remove; his Name shall stand for ever, his 
changeless Name of Love. 

Service Participants
Officiant: Rev. John W. Davis, Deacon
Choir Director: Melissa Driscole
Broadcast Media: Rick Little
Social Media Director: Barbara Little 
Crucifer, Second Reading: Nickolai Sutton
First Reading & Psalm: Rachel Baildon  
Intercessor: Gail Prye 



Chalice Bearer: Butch Schmaltz
Usher: Roger Mattes  
Altar Guild: Melissa Driscole & Adrien Lambert
Admin: Adrien Lambert
Organist: Jeanette Davis


