
Church of the Epiphany 
The First Sunday of Advent 

~ 
29 November 2020 

Hello & good day!  We are glad indeed that you are here!  
This is a place where we nurture souls with prayerful worship.  

If we can help you in any way, please let the priest or the office know. 
Church Office: 570-563-1564   Rev. Lou Divis: 570-878-4670   Please stay in touch! 

Processional:  # 61/62  Sleepers Awake 
“Sleepers awake!” A voice astounds us, the shout of rampart guards surrounds us. 
“Awake, Jerusalem, arise!” Midnight’s peace their cry has broken,  
their urgent summons clearly spoken: “The time has come, O maidens wise!  
Rise up, and give us light; the Bridegroom is in sight. Alleluia!  
Your lamps prepare and hasten there, that you the wedding feast may share.” 

Zion hears the watchmen singing; her heart with joyful hope is springing 
She wakes and hurries through the night.  
Forth he comes, her Bridegroom glorious in strength of grace, in truth victorious: 
Her star is risen, her light grows right.  
Now come, most worthy Lord, God’s Son, Incarnate Word Alleluia! 
We follow all and heed your call to come into the banquet hall. 

The Word of God 
 
Celebrant: Dear People of God: The season of Advent provides a time in which we who, 
because of notorious distractions and fear of death have strayed, are called out of that bright 
chaos into a still night. I invite you, therefore, in the name of the Church, to the observance of 
a holy advent: by self-examination, prayer, and worship, now in the time of this mortal life. 
May God give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, which blur and distort the 
mysteries of death and new life, and grant us the armor of light, that we may wait in service 
and devotion, making way to receive the Christ child again. Amen. 

Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 
Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 
we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Canticle 19  The Song of the Redeemed  
O ruler of the universe, Lord God, great deeds are they that you have done, * 
    surpassing human understanding. 
Your ways are ways of righteousness and truth, * O King of all the ages. 
Who can fail to do you homage, Lord, and sing the praises of your Name? * 
    for you only are the Holy One. 
All nations will draw near and fall down before you, *  because your just and holy 
works have been revealed. 



Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, 
now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great 
humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the 
living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah (64:1-9)  O that you would tear open the 
heavens and come down, so that the mountains would quake at your presence--as when fire 
kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil--to make your name known to your 
adversaries, so that the nations might tremble at your presence! When you did awesome deeds 
that we did not expect, you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. From ages past 
no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, who works for 
those who wait for him. You meet those who gladly do right, those who remember you in your 
ways. But you were angry, and we sinned; because you hid yourself we transgressed. We have all 
become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. We all fade 
like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. There is no one who calls on your 
name, or attempts to take hold of you; for you have hidden your face from us, and have delivered 
us into the hand of our iniquity. Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are 
our potter; we are all the work of your hand. Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD, and do not 
remember iniquity forever. Now consider, we are all your people.               The Word of Lord                           
Thanks be to God 

The Response:  Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18 
1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; * shine forth, you that are enthroned 
upon the cherubim. 
2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, * stir up your strength and come to help 
us. 
3 Restore us, O God of hosts; * show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
4 O LORD God of hosts, * how long will you be angered despite the prayers of your people? 
5 You have fed them with the bread of tears; * you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 
6 You have made us the derision of our neighbors, * and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 
7 Restore us, O God of hosts; * show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
16 Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, * the son of man you have made so strong 
for yourself. 
17 And so will we never turn away from you; * give us life, that we may call upon your Name. 
18 Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; * show the light of your countenance, and we shall be 
saved. 

A reading from the First Letter of St. Paul to the Corinthians (1:3-9) 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I give thanks to my God 
always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, for in every 
way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind-- just as the 
testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you-- so that you are not lacking in any 
spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you 
to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by 
him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 



The Word of Lord                         Thanks be to God 

Gospel Hymn:  #655  O Jesus I have Promised 
O Jesus I have promised to serve thee to the end 
Be thou forever near me, My Master and my friend 
I shall not fear the battle, if thou art by my side 
Nor wander from the pathway, if thou wilt be my guide. 
O let me hear thee speaking in accents clear and still 
Above the storms of passion, the murmurs of self will 
O speak to reassure me, to hasten or control 
O speak and make me listen, thou guardian of my soul 
O Jesus thou hast promised to all who follow thee 
That were thou art in glory there shall thy servant be 
And Jesus I have promised to serve thee to the end 
O give me grace to follow, my Master and my friend. 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark (13:24-37) 
Glory to you Lord Christ.  
Jesus said, “In those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not 
give its light, and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be 
shaken. Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. Then 
he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth 
to the ends of heaven. “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender 
and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you see these things 
taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not 
pass away until all these things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my 
words will not pass away. “But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in 
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time 
will come. It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in 
charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep 
awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at 
midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 
And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.” 
The Gospel of the Lord.                                      Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

Sermon 

The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 
and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, 
the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is 



worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic 
and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayers of the People:  Brothers and sisters in Christ: As we await the great festival of 
Christmas, let us prepare hearts so that we may be shown its true meaning. Let us pray for the 
world that God so loves; for peace and unity all over the earth; for the poor, the hungry, the cold, 
the helpless, and the oppressed; the sick and those who mourn; the aged and the little children; 
and all who rejoice with us but on another shore and in a greater light, that multitude which 
none can number, whose hope was in the Word Made Flesh, and with whom, in our Lord Jesus 
Christ, we forever more are one. 
Silence           Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son: By his coming, 
give us grace to cast away the works of darkness and put on the armor of light, that our feet may 
be strengthened for your service, and our path may be brightened for the work of justice and 
reconciliation in our broken world.     God of love, in your mercy,  Hear our prayer. 

 Let us pray for the poor, hungry, and neglected all over the world, that their cries for daily bread 
may inspire works of compassion and mercy among those to whom much has been given 
Silence            Almighty and most merciful God, you took on human flesh not in the palace of a 
king but in the throes of poverty and need: Grant that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so 
move every human heart; that, following in the steps of your blessed Son, we may give of 
ourselves in the service of others until poverty and hunger cease in all the world, and all things 
are reconciled in the reign of Christ.    God of love, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
  
Let us pray for schools and centers of learning throughout the world, for those who lack access to 
basic education, and for the light of knowledge to blossom and shine in the lives of all God’s 
people. 
Silence Eternal God, the author and source of all knowledge and Truth: bless all who seek 
to learn and those who teach them, and inspire us to break down barriers that withhold 
education from your children; that, enlightened with the bright beams of Wisdom, all may be 
equipped to seek the blessings of liberty, justice, and peace.         God of love, in your mercy,  
Hear our prayer. 
  
Let us pray for an end to the divisions and inequalities that scar God’s creation, particularly the 
barriers to freedom faced by God’s children throughout the world because of gender; that all who 
have been formed in God’s image might have equality in pursuit of the blessings of creation. 
Silence   O God, in whom there is neither male nor female, Jew nor Gentile, slave nor free: 
Unite the wills of all people, that the walls which divide us and limit equality among your 
children may crumble, suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease; so that all may live together in 
justice, harmony, and peace.    God of love, in your mercy,     Hear our prayer. 
  
Let us pray for the health of women, children and families around the world, especially for an 
end to maternal and child mortality, that in building healthy families, all God’s people may be 
empowered to strengthen their communities and repair the breaches which divide nations and 
peoples. 
Silence Almighty and ever-living God, you were born into human flesh and sanctify all 
families: Protect the health and safety of all women in childbirth and the children whom they 
bear, and inspire your people to build strong and healthy families and communities, where all 



may be strengthened to do your will on earth until the day when you gather us into one heavenly 
family.     God of love, in your mercy,  Hear our prayer. 
  
Let us pray for an end to pandemic disease throughout the world, particularly the scourges of 
HIV/AIDS, Malaria, and Tuberculosis; that plagues of death may no longer fuel poverty, 
destabilize nations, and inhibit reconciliation and restoration throughout the world. 
Silence  O God, the strength of the weak and the comfort of all who suffer: Grant your 
saving health to all who are afflicted by disease throughout the world. Bless the labors of all who 
minister to the sick, and unite the wills of nations and peoples in seeking an end to the 
pandemics of our age; that sickness may be turned to health, sorrow turned to joy, and mourning 
turned to praise of your Holy Name.      God of love, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
  
Let us pray for an end to the waste and desecration of God’s creation, for access to the fruits of 
creation to be shared equally among all people, and for communities and nations to find 
sustenance in the fruits of the earth and the water God has given us. 
Silence      Almighty God, you created the world and gave it into our care so that, in obedience to 
you, we might serve all people: Inspire us to use the riches of creation with wisdom, and to 
ensure that their blessings are shared by all; that, trusting in your bounty, all people may be 
empowered to seek freedom from poverty, famine, and oppression. 
God of love, in your mercy,     Hear our prayer. 
  
Let us pray for all nations and people who already enjoy the abundance of creation and the 
blessings of prosperity, that their hearts may be lifted up to the needs of the poor and afflicted, 
and partnerships between rich and poor for the reconciliation of the world may flourish and 
grow. 
Silence Merciful God, you have bestowed upon us gifts beyond our imagining and have 
reminded us that all that we have belongs to you alone and is merely held in trust by human 
hands: we give you thanks for those moments of reconciliation and grace we see in our world, of 
wrongs that are made right, knowing that in your love all things are possible. Inspire in our 
nation, its leaders and people a spirit of greater sacrifice and devotion in the use of our treasures 
for the reconciliation of your world; that, in forsaking wealth and giving up ourselves to walk in 
the way of the Cross, we may find it to be none other than the way of life and peace. 
**  We pray for our church family:  In thanksgiving for the baptism of Owen Noah Lange 
Stevens, and for:  Rev. Tom. Fr. Steve and Maureen, Fr. Graham and Mary Jo, Sisters Teresita 
and Olive Ann, and the staff of St. Gabriel’s Retreat House, (Barbara’s brother) Richelle, Elle, 
Ceil, Kim, Jim, Amy, Evelyn, Don , Eleanore & George, Amy & Todd, Sandi, Bob, Kathy, Betsy & 
Ed, Sandy, Jane, Jackie, Jack, Amy and Bill, Louise, Daryl, Addiction Sufferers & their families, 
all whose lives are touched by COVID-19, Epiphany School in Uganda, its Primary Class Seven; 
in our Diocese of Bethlehem: St. Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral; Holy Cross, Wilkes-Barre. 
God of love, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
  
Let us pray for the departed, particularly those who have died as a result of poverty, hunger, 
disease, violence, or hardness of the human heart; 
Silence Almighty God, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ was born into human flesh to live 
and die as one of us and destroy forever the bondage of sin and death: We commend to your 
mercy all your departed servants, particularly those who have died as a result of the brokenness 
of our world; and we pray that we, too, may share with the Blessed Virgin Mary, [names of 



deceased and] all the saints in the joy of your heavenly reign.  God of love, in your mercy,    
Hear our prayer. 
  
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect: 
Eternal God, in whose perfect kingdom no sword is drawn but the sword of righteousness, no 
strength known but the strength of love: So mightily spread abroad your Spirit, that all peoples 
may be gathered together and reconciled under the banner of the Prince of Peace, as children of 
one Father; to whom be dominion and glory, now and forever. Amen. 

Confession of Sin  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. Silence.   
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry 
and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
Name. Amen. 

The Bishop, when present, or the Priest, stands and says 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal 
life. Amen. 

The Peace  (The Peace is shared spiritually. Looking, nodding & waving at neighbors is OK). 

Hymn 

Holy Communion 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you 
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
Celebrant: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us 
from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come 
again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to 
behold his appearing. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 
and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 
Name:  Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of 
your glory. Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.   We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you 
have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word 

Celebr
ant:   The peace of the Lord be always with you.

People And also with you.



spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in 
these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and 
Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand 
before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out 
of death into life. 
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." After supper he took the cup of wine; 
and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my 
Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."  
Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
Celebrant and People 
We remember his death, We proclaim his resurrection, We await his coming in glory 
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, 
from your creation, this bread and this wine.  We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy 
Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the 
new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, 
being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your 
Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with [                and] all your saints, we 
may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

Prayer after Communion:  Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us 
with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior 
Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of 
the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray:   Our Father, who art in heaven 
hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those  
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; Therefore let us keep the feast. 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
Prayer of Spiritual Reception: In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of Thy 
Church, where the Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, we desire to offer you 
praise and thanksgiving. We present to you our soul and body with the earnest wish  
that we may always be united to you. And since we cannot now receive you 
sacramentally, we beseech you to come spiritually into our heart. We unite ourselves to 
you, and embrace you with all the affections of our soul. Let nothing ever separate you 
from us. May we live and die in your love. Amen.  (Adapted from The Armed Forces Prayer Book 
1951) 



to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of 
Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for 
ever. Amen. 

Blessing 
May the blessing of God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with you today and always.  Amen! 

Images in the readings 
The gospels repeatedly refer to the Jewish apocalyptic figure call the Son of Man. This is a 
mysterious human-like judge who as part of the cosmic upset at the end of time will appear in 
the sky to represent God to the people and the people to God. The term does not mean that Jesus 
was the human son of Mary. Today’s readings describe the end of the world with the arrival of 
the Son of Man in both frightening and comforting language, as Mark says it, the sun will be 
darkened, yet summer buds promise new life. 
The fig tree, an ancient myth regarding male fertility, provided both food and shade, and even 
clothing, for Israelites. In the Gospel of Mark, the fig tree is a positive image for the arrival of 
God. What is now in bud will see its fruition. 

Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  
Thanks be to God!

Hymn: #423 Immortal, Invisible 
Immortal, invisible, God only wise In light in 
accessible hid from our eyes 
Most blessed most glorious, the Ancient of 
Days,    
Almighty, victorious, thy great name we 
praise. 
Unresting, unhastening, and silent as light 
Nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in 
might 
They justice like mountains high soaring 
above 
The clouds, which are fountains of goodness 
and love. 
To all life thou givest to both great and small 
In all life thou livest, the true life of all 
We blossom and flourish, like leaves on the 
tree 
Then wither and perish; but nought changeth 
thee. 
Thou reignest in glory, thou rulest in light 
Thy angels adore thee, all veiling their sight; 
All laud we would render: O help us to see 
‘tis only the splendor of light hideth thee.



God is like a potter, shaping us who are made of clay. Not only did God create the universe, but 
God also forms us daily in the grace we receive through Christ Jesus. 
People from the ends of the earth will come together in the presence of this mighty God.  
How, then, do we pray for others?   


